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SUBJECT: PRESIDENTIAL MESSAGE TO PRIME MINISTER 

1. EMBASSY REQUESTED TO TRANSMIT FOLLOWING MESSAGE FROM 
PRESIDENT TO PRIME MINISTER: 

"DEAR MR. PRIME MINISTER: MRS. FORD AND I HAD BEEN LOOKING 
FORWARD TO JOINING YOU AND MRS. TRUDEAU AT THE PER- 
FORMANCE OF 'LOUIS RIEL' AT THE KENNEDY CENTER TONIGHT. 
REGRETFULLY. MY RECOVERY FROM A SOMEWHAT TROUBLESOME COLD 
THIS WEEK HAS NOT MADE THIS POSSIBLE. 

"I AM CERTAIN THIS EVENING'S PERFORMANCE WILL BE A GREAT 
SUCCESS. THE CANADIAN ARTS FESTIVAL, OF WHICH 'LOUIS RIEL' 

IS THE CENTERPIECE, IS A BICENTENNIAL GIFT WHICH IS DEEPLY 
APPRECIATED BY ALL AMERICANS. SINCERELY, GERALD R. FORD." 

2. NO RELEASE INTENDED, BUT NO OBJECTION IF RECIPIENT 
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